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There’s not much to add to Bill’s commentary that 

appeared in the last issue of “Sunspots” so you edi-

tor will take the liberty of featuring some photos 

and offering some brief thoughts on the future of 

amateur radio. 

Sad to report that if you google “is ham radio 

dead” you will get several hits and not too many 

are rosy. 

Ham radio is being hit by twin whammies.  First is 

the inescapable fact that most practitioners of the 
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art (or hobby if you will) are suffering the reality of advancing age and as 

we become silent keys we are not being replaced  by our children or 

grandchildren.  Look at the check numbers in Sweepstakes.  Not too many 

are between 0 and 22.  Or take the popular all Asian  DX Contest where 

part of the exchange is the operator’s  age. 

The second whammie is the Internet.  With a cell phone or a relatively in-

expensive computer it’s possible to span the same distances that seemed 

almost magical back in my day when lots of young people were getting on 

the air—even building their own equipment or maybe a Heathkit. 

Of course much of Internet or of cell phones depends on radio. Lots of 

people don’t know this.  But the Internet also offers a huge advantage 

over ham radio in that it permits commerce, including advertising, and an 

ease of posting personal messages . 

Ham radio requires a receiver a transmitter and an antenna.  This can be 

expensive and also  frequently runs afoul of zoning ordinances.  Some 

hams have incurred thousands of dollars in legal expenses in attempts to 

secure the building permits necessary to erect an antenna tower.  The 

luckiest among new, young hams  are those with parents who are already 

hams and have stations ready to use. 

My own son was advised by his collegues that provide security for the 

Burning Man event on the Nevada Black Rock Desert to get a technician 

license so he could legally access a private repeater.  He did them one 

better: due his strong science background, he got his general class ticket. 

I congratulated him and offered that he could now use my station on 

bands that allowed world wide communication.  “Why?” he asked, hold-

ing up his cell phone to indicate that he could already do this. 

We of REDXA are also smarting from COVID and our generally advancing 

ages.  Our dinner meetings at the Boulevard Café have ceased due to de-

clining attendance and our host’s difficulties in hiring staff.   For now, we 

keep in touch by email, by our W6KB repeater and the promising new se-

ries of breakfast meeting at —-café in Cotati.  Kudos to Len, K6ANP, for 

getting these started.   (continued next page) 
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Of course, the problems that are facing REDXA are not unique.  The plain and 

simple fact is that we are not maintaining the levels of membership that we 

once had.  At one end, we are dying or becoming too infirm to maintain a 

home station and at the other end there are simply none of the young people 

who want to take up the pursuit. 

 

There are estimates suggesting the half of the more than 700,000 licensed 

amateurs in he USA are inactive. [755,430 in 2028]  Using the ARRL’s member-

ship statistics, only about a fifth of those are actual ARRL members.  In 2000 

the IARU estimated that there were  3 million  radio amateurs world wide. 

Currently the number is estimated to be around 2 million.  The ranks of US 

amateurs have apparently been growing  by about 7,000 per year but it is im-

portant to consider that some of the amateurs who are included in the 755K 

are actually deceased but still kept on the books as “licensed”. 

 

Some authors have suggested that the young people who do become licensed 

amateurs are doing so because of interests in public service activities such as 

providing communication for bicycle races or marathons.  Making contact 

with the International Space station with an inexpensive HT and antenna is 

likely a bigger draw than a 48-hour marathon international DX contest. 

 

So here is my take on what’s happening.  Feel free to disagree and feel free to 

put your comments in writing with circles and arrows and photos and refer-

ences—exactly what I’ve been begging our membership to do during my ten-

ure as “Sunspots” editor. 

 

First, understand that demographics and the explosive growth in digital tech-
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nology  pretty much guarantee that there will not be an influx of young, licensed 

hams.   

 

Second digital technology will continue decrease participation in the traditional 

modes (the ones we love to use like CW, SSB, and FSK RTTY). .  Much as I am 

lukewarm to FT-8, there’s no denying that—unless there’s a contest— the CW 

frequencies are largely empty.  If you want to make a casual contact or work a 

little DX you’re likely—as I am—to boot up WSJT-X to make a few QSOs. 

 

I’m not a techie but I believe it’s only a matter of time before something as pow-

erful of FT-8 will appear allowing actual chats and even pictures.  When that 

happens—when we can exchange pleasantries with the (also inevitable) NASA-

Mars base—this may attract some new folks into the hobby. 

 

Third, ham radio as emergency communication will be with us for a long time.  

Cell phones are superior instruments for emergency contacts as long as cell 

phone towers and electrical supplies are intact.  When the towers fail, it’s ham 

radio to the rescue. 

 

Fourth, remote operations will continue to thrive, allowing us to avoid HOA re-

strictions and zoning problems.  Again, it’s only a matter of time before remote 

equipment will become less expensive and easier to use . 

 

For the time being, traditional ham radio is the province of middle-aged or older 

white men.  For the sake of our mental health we should avoid trying to turn 

back the clock and instead try to stay up-to-date with changes in the technology 

and whenever possible share our stations and our knowledge with the public. 
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 Group efforts like Field Day should be more open to the public.  Other 

events—maybe a demonstration of talking to ISS astronauts—from public 

places may prove attractive to some.  If you like contests consider operating 

multi and inviting others to come participate. 

 

For my part, I recognize that my brand of ham radio makes me a      

“dinosaur” (despite the fact that dinosaurs survived for millions of years ).  I 

am not able  to turn back the tide of human affairs.  Instead I’ll be a happy 

dinosaur, open to change when it happens and cherishing my memories. 
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REDXA Contest Activity 

Pulled from 3830 11-3-22 

By Jim, K6JS 

 

California QSO Party (CQP) 

 

 

CQ WW DX SSB 

 

 

CQ WW DX RTTY 

 

Call Class CW Qs Ph Qs Mults Op TimeScore Ops

W6PZ@K6SRZ M/S HP 984 780 57 22:21 257,184 K6SRZ, KU6F

K6BBQ@WX6B M/S HP 125 700 57 100,206 K6BBQ, KG6N, WX6B

K6RIM SO HP 984 73 57 176,586

N6TQ SO HP 677 21 57 14 118,161

N6YEU SO CntyExp LP 815 271 57 17.5 170,259

N6IE SO(A) HP 1058 1016 58 22 301,716

W6XU SO(A) HP 1014 173 58 12.5 196,504

K6JS SO(A) LP 1088 38 57 22:00 190,380

K6CTA SO(A) LP 72 0 28 2 6,048

1,517,044

Call OpMode Remote QSOs Zones Countries Op Time Score

N6ZFO SO(A)AB HP 790 101 207 26 674,828

K6TQ SO(A)AB HP 522 82 177 15 375,291

K6RIM SO(A)AB HP 315 70 136 180,044

K6MM SO(A)AB HP 268 62 144 152,852

K6ELE SO(A)AB HP 115 29 43 31,302

K6CTA SO(A)AB LP 125 40 59 27,512

KG6N SOAB HP 42 21 37 6,380

Call Class Other QSOs State/ProvDX Zones Op Time Score

K6MM SOAB HP 103 57 25 23 15,435

K6JS SO(A)AB QRP SO2R 128 57 32 34 10 24,108

K6TQ SO(A)AB HP 465 118 82 47 12.5 187,967

N6IE SO(A)AB HP Remote 406 162 151 82 09:17 321,135

DXCC stats are pulled from Clublog. If you have corrections please send 

them to Jim, K6JS  
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REDXA DXCC All-Time 

Data pulled 11/3/22 from Clublog 

By Jim, K6JS 

 

 

Rank Callsign 160 80 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 DXCC ▼ Slots Range

1 K6RIM 53 195 321 323 339 334 334 310 303 16 340 2528 64 yrs

2 K6ANP ★ 156 226 297 226 334 228 296 134 242 18 339 2157 77 yrs

3 N6IE+1 114 195 289 292 333 312 305 245 235 17 338 2337 44 yrs

4 W6WF+2 17 60 97 91 275 190 216 124 115 4 337 1189 43 yrs

5 N6YEU 3 73 208 110 327 239 290 199 235 1 335 1685 32 yrs

6 N3RC 153 221 293 288 323 296 317 230 269 43 333 2433 65 yrs

7 K6MM 92 144 230 199 321 264 289 232 240 10 332 2021 63 yrs

8 W6DR+2 ★ 136 157 258 216 304 243 272 174 212 30 331 2002 42 yrs

9 WX6B+2 4 43 165 46 300 219 242 153 197 6 316 1375 14 yrs

10 W6GMP 8 84 193 171 290 277 269 211 212 5 314 1720 13 yrs

11 K6CTA 47 48 147 144 210 169 219 91 159 1 295 1235 24 yrs

12 K6JS+2 14 107 209 96 230 160 208 104 161 11 294 1300 16 yrs

13 N6AD 4 24 211 103 253 162 202 85 136 6 288 1186 26 yrs

14 K6VXI ★ 0 0 12 0 201 56 68 6 38 2 205 383 11 yrs

15 AA0BV 1 9 25 32 28 37 35 6 7 3 72 183 5 yrs

REDXA DXCC 2022 Calendar Year totals 

Data pulled 11/3/22 from Clublog 

By Jim, K6JS 

 

 

REDXA Slots All-Time 

Data pulled 11/3/22 from Clublog 

By Jim, K6JS 

 

Rank Callsign 160 80 40 30 20 17 15 12 10 6 DXCC ▼ Slots Range

1 K6RIM 53 195 321 323 339 334 334 310 303 16 340 2528 64 yrs

2 N3RC 153 221 293 288 323 296 317 230 269 43 333 2433 65 yrs

3 N6IE 114 195 289 292 333 312 305 245 235 17 338 2337 44 yrs

4 K6ANP  156 226 297 226 334 228 296 134 242 18 339 2157 77 yrs

5 K6MM 92 144 230 199 321 264 289 232 240 10 332 2021 63 yrs

6 W6DR 136 157 258 216 304 243 272 174 212 30 331 2002 42 yrs

7 W6GMP 8 84 193 171 290 277 269 211 212 5 314 1720 13 yrs

8 N6YEU 3 73 208 110 327 239 290 199 235 1 335 1685 32 yrs

9 WX6B 4 43 165 46 300 219 242 153 197 6 316 1375 14 yrs

10 K6JS 14 107 209 96 230 160 208 104 161 11 294 1300 16 yrs

11 K6CTA 47 48 147 144 210 169 219 91 159 1 295 1235 24 yrs

12 W6WF 17 60 97 91 275 190 216 124 115 4 337 1189 43 yrs

13 N6AD 4 24 211 103 253 162 202 85 136 6 288 1186 26 yrs

14 K6VXI  0 0 12 0 201 56 68 6 38 2 205 383 11 yrs

15 AA0BV 1 9 25 32 28 37 35 6 7 3 72 183 5 yrs
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The Dream 

The Reality 
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QST Article.jpg

Field Day 2012 

A visit to the REDXA-MARS 

Field  Day operation at the 

Marin Rod and Gun Club by 

the Angel Flight helicopter. 
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Putting up the 40 M beam at the Rod 

and Gun Club for Field Day in  the 

days before COVID. 
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I was happy to see this: ss a 

sweep.  All 83.  And then I 

learned that there were 84.  

Fortunately I had logged #84, 

Prince Edward  Island but 

WriteLog didn’t show it in the 

as a mult with the red squares. 

There it is, right 

where  I logged it 

Mult #65 

A two year-old copy of 

WriteLog with 83  mults 

WriteLog hadn’t 

updated the 

check boxes for 

Sweepstakes 

cmultipliers. 

 

There are now 

84 for the sweep 
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Looking Northeast from K6SRZ on the first really rainy day in a long time.  The tower is 

AB577 supporting a 5-element M-squared six meter yagi. 

160 meter FT-8, looking out the shack window 

while running Jas and YBs at West Coast Sunrise 


