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REDXA Presidentds Commer
DI RECTORS:
Josh Fiden, W6 X U Happy New Year! The start of a new year and plenty to look forward to, contin-
wexu@arrl . net ued good low band propagation as cycle 25 slowly starts to emerge. We'll learn
Bil I WX6B (PP more about Cycle 25 and HF propagation as our presentation will be given by
bill ;,Sg5404@yam0(CarILuetzeIschwab,K9LA.
Gene Krupa K J 6 A ;Itis my honor to be leading this fine organization for another year. It's the best
DX and contesting club in the world. I'll do my best to make sure we have a
EDI TOR: series of great programs and guest speakers in the coming months. Please send




President’s Commentary] (cont

me information on presentations you’d like see in the coming months.

Our club has been in existence for forty-one years, back when cycle 21 was starting its rise to 220+ sun-
spots. We have so many high-quality ops in our ranks who have helped build us from a small group of
founding members to our thriving membership of today. We owe them a debt of gratitude, as well as to all
our current members who are our future.

It is important to recognize the accomplishments of the past club officers who have made a personal in-
vestment in REDXA over the years. You gave your time and energy to make REDXA a better club. Every one
of you deserve our thanks and gratitude. I'd like to congratulate Terry and Bill for a job well done and all
the other board members that step up to make the club what it is today. Kudos also go out to all members
for your continued support of REDXA.

We had a good time at our traditional REDXA holiday party! We had a great turnout of our regular
attendees as well as numerous family members and friends and we all enjoyed an evening of fun and fes-
tivities. Special thanks to members (N6GY, K6RIM, K6JS) who donated equipment for our raffle. (apologies
if | missed any)

Sunspots is the most widely received communication vehicle for our club. Every member gets a copy and
we all look forward to receiving it every month. Help our editor and feel free to submit an article for publi-
cation in Sunspots. We are always looking for more content. Articles should be received before the third of
each month.

| did carve out a few minutes while on vacation in Lake Tahoe to participate in Straight Key Night on New
Year’s Eve and enjoyed using my old J-38 novice key to make about 10 QSQO’s. I'm able to send 16 — 18
WPM with the old key, but the wrist sure gets stiff trying to rag chew.

| look forward to seeing you all Wednesday evening.

)



Our January 2020 speaker, Carl Leutzelschwab, KSLA

My interest in Amateur Radio developed frpm my
gradseing a Na@ 0 owiatt h-WeCr e oagt t he basement |wind
our garage. My Amateur Radio interests ul i mat

|l "' ve al ways been fascinated with how an e]ectr

tances, and this |l ed to my interest in prppag:
will ever | eave me, and | eagerly |l ook fofwarc
bandods

Short bio: | was |licensed in 1961 as WNOYAVYT, =&
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a graduate of Purdue University (MSEE) an h a v
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I retired in early October 2013 after 41])year
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Hams hel ping Hams

Pictured bel ow is REDXA member Ron Gove, A|F6MO
proached -btyh eMAMR&ESr i n Amat ewtro Raede oi fSolta emiyght] hel
on the air Ron | ost his home in the Tubbk fi
tenna restrictions.

The restrictions are such that he was advi sped t |
feet above his trailer. ADAM asked K6QXY' kB he
tower and Adam wel ded a base pl ate. Bob alppo f
standof f bracket s. The basic antenna i s an] MFJ
met er el efMmentower sections are | eft over frjom o
Ron uses supplemental oxygen and attends maphy R
Kudos to Adam and Bob for their generous wof k.
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| #4 ] " %2 - %%4) . ' -) .54 %3
by Doug WW6D, Secretary

President Jim Selmi, K6JS, called the meeting to order at 7:48 pm, October

9, 2019 at the Boulevard Cafe, Petaluma, CA. In attendance were 15 members

and 1 guest, our speaker Eric Swartz, WA6HHQ, co - founder of Elecraft. At-
tendance was down due to the PG&E preventive power shutoff that affected

many members.

Minutes from the September meeting were moved, seconded and approved as pub-
lished in an email circulated to the membership prior to the meeting.
Treasurerds report was presented by Acting Tr es
which was also moved, seconded and approved.
Old Business. None.

New Business. Alan, K6BSRZ, our Sunspots editor, noted that the October is-
sue will be forthcoming. Please send him material / content / articles.

President Jim K6JS noted that next month is the election of club officers.

He wi | | be forming a nominating committee to er
club activities. Further he noted that a group will be designated for se-

|l ecting the annual c¢clubdés Spirit Award.

Program was presented by Eric on the recently announced Elecraft K - 4 trans-

ceiver. Wow! What a nice radio! He gave an impressive demo along with re-
alistic RF used to show the various features. For more information, go to:
elecraft.com .

The raffle sales were not held.

.l 6 %-" %2 - %%4)."' -).54%3
by Doug WW6D, Secretary

President Jim Selmi, K6JS, called the meeting to order
at 7:47 pm, November 13, 2019 at the Boulevard Cafe,
Petaluma, CA. In attendance were 19 members and
guests.

Minutes from the October meeting were moved, seconded

and approved. Treasurero6s report
Acting Treasurer Bill Zaner, W6IYS, which was also

moved, seconded and approved. Bill wanted people to

note that he iIis the AActingo trea
looking forward to transitioning to a new member soon.
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November Minutes (cont.)

Ol d Business. Following up from | ast
volunteers from the membership to become officers in the club. With regard

to the Spirit Award, Fred N6YEU volunteered to head up the committee to
make this yeardéds selection. Pl ease s

New Business. Jim K6JS outlined the upcoming program for December. In ad-
dition to the traditional Gift Certificates, members are encouraged to

bring items that they no longer need. Hearing that, several people noted

that they have items; in particular, there will be a Hallicrafters S

end

ceiver and a Peetds Weather Station among

It was announced that club member Bill WX6B will be moving into his rebuilt
QTH on December 1. Congratulations Bill! He will be looking for help in
installing his antennas etc.

Wally N6AD is working on the club reflector transition from Yahoo to
groups.io. He has already done the preliminary work and hopes to have this
worked out by next year.

Program was presented via video chat
Killing Receiver Interference. o Thi s
struggles with a particularly difficult case and the steps / best practices

that he documented. For further information, go to his QRZ.com page.

The raffle sales were not held.

Adjourned at 9:06 pm.
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by Doug WW6D, Secretary

President Jim Selmi, K6JS, called the meeting to order at 7:56 pm, December
11, 2019 at the Boulevard Cafe, Petaluma, CA. In attendance were 27 mem-
bers and guests.

Minutes from the November meeting, as circulated via email, were seconded
and approved. Treasurerds report was
Zaner, W61YS, which was also seconded and approved.

Ol d Business. Foll owing up from | ast
has volunteered to become treasurer and will work with Bill during the
transition.

New Business. No new business was introduced. The election of officers
will be deferred to the next meeting in light of the hectic times during
Octoberdos Kincaide fire and ot her rel

Holiday Raffle was enhanced this year by several donations from members.
The traditional Ham Radio Outlet gift certificates were 2 each $100, 1 each
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December Minutes (cont.)

$75, 2 each $50, and 2 each $25. The YL certificate was $75. The
donations included an MFJ Antenna Tuner, MFJ Foot Switch, Fred Cady
book on the Elecraft K3S, Heil Headsets and an Astron Power Supply.

A wonderful dinner was hosted and served by Daniel and his family,
owners of the Boulevard Caf ®. To
sent around and garnered $140; the club then approved the addition-

al $160 to bring our gift to Daniel of $300. Thank you to everyone

who contributed.

The annual REDXA Spirit Award was presented this year to Bill Zan-
er, W6IYS, who has contributed many ways over the years and, most
significantly, the past 3 years by stepping into the club treasurer

role. Congratulations Bill!

Adjourned at 8:40 pm.
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by Doug WW6D
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https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestcal.html

CQP report from Fred,

N6 Y|

This year | went to Madera County for my annual California QSO Party one-man expedition. | oper-
ated from just east of Oakhurst and close to Yosemite. After the contest | feared this might have
been my poorest result ever in CQP. .

Not knowing for sure | went to the NCCC CQP web site and looked up all my results over the years.
The statistics proved to be enlightening.

My very first try at CQP was in 1991 operating from home. My first attempt at a "County Expedi-
tion" was in 1993, when | operated from Lake county near Upper Lake. It was a bit challenging. My
next attempt as an expedition was to Yuba county where | operated /mobile on Saturday and the
next day with a Mosley TA 33 at about 10 feet strapped to a picnic bench at a campground at Col-
lins Lake.

The next year, 1998, was my first serious attempt when | drove to Modoc county and set up my
tent next to a fire lookout on Manzanita Mountain. It was great fun being in a rare county even if it
did snow on Friday night! Thus began my annual quest to operate to mount a serious portable op-
eration each year. | have gone /portable camping "Field Day" style since then, | missing only 2001
though. | have no idea why and there is nothing in my main log that gives any indication why |
skipped 2001. | have operated from: Modoc, Lake(twice), Glenn (3 times), Del Norte (3 times), and
Mendocino (twice) counties Sierra (twice), Trinity (3 times), Lassen, and Yuba counties(twice). In
2004 | teamed with Frank KG6N (former KD6KVL) as a multi single operation. In 2017 | operated
portable eight from my daughter’s place in West Virginia, using asimple wire antenna.

| have managed to work all 58 multipliers 3 times and 57 mults 6 times. My best score ever was in
2014 from Glenn with 687 CW gsos and 700 SSB gsos for a score of 200,796
Next best was the year before also in Glenn with 187,188. Glenn county seems to like me!

As for whether or not 2019 in short due to very high winds and | chickened out and did not-
Madera 2019 does appear to be my worst showing. My Trinity county 2015 effort was cut short
by weather. My Madera score was 76,896 and the next closest was Colusa in 2005 with 77,773 so it
looks like ,yes, it was not a good year. | do realize that the Madera gth was not perfect and the
propagation gods were not shining down on me but, | take solace that at least | was giving out one
of the rarer counties to the deserving!

Each year it gets a bit harder to go portable as it does involve a great deal of time and effort but
the rewards are many. | have managed to bring along a non-ham friend to assist with set up the
last couple of years so that helps a lot. It's much safer also. Plan on me heading out again this year
to one of the "rare ones"! CQP is one of the highlight of the whole year for me. | highly recommend
giving a county expedition a try!

73,Fred-N6YEU
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Twenty nine years of N6YEU’s CQP operations, most of the being
one-man Field Day style operations (which are a LOT of work—ed.)
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Fake news department: Last week a ru-
mor circulated on the Internet that low
band guru and author of the ARRL “Low
Band DXing” had died. Turns out he had-
n’t . He's alive and at home in Belgium,
bringing to mind Mark Twain’s famous
quote:

“The reports of my death have been
greatly exaggerated”

ON4UN, John Devoldere, is alive !
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Post script:

Not only were the Holidays close togefther, bu
January 2020 comes =early. I f you conjtributed
have used everything (yet). I wanted] to get

me e t—+endg.
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